Cosmetics in blacks.
Blacks comprise a phenotypically heterogeneous group with respect to skin and hair. They are uniquely multihued with at least 35 different possible shades of pigmentation, and there is considerable variability in hair texture. This accounts for many of the unique skin and hair cosmetic requirements and customs in the black race. These grooming practices may present perplexing problems for the dermatologist when viewed in the context of resultant skin disease; therefore, an awareness and understanding of skin and hair products used by blacks, grooming techniques, and their consequences are essential for clinicians caring for black patients.